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O’Neill and McMahon
–

O’Neill and McMahon (2005) list several 
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Learners’ Empowerment, Learners’ Engagement, Collaboration, 
Teacher’s Role, Higher Order Thinking Skills, Assessments, and 

In a Sri Lankan study for a Master’
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from the work of Vygotsky. Vygotsky’s sociocultual theory of development t

Vygotsky’s sociocultual theory stipulates that formal and conceptual knowledge emerges fro

be described as ‘inside out’ to an ‘outside in’ approach (Lea et al., 2003).  In the former, students make 

accommodated, albeit at a small scale to triangulate the students’ views. 
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Students are responsible for their own learning with little help from the lecturers/teachers.  
In SCL students are given focus. In SCL students carryout all learning activities themselves. 
A learning activity to gain additional knowledge and enthusiasm. 
An activity to acquire additional knowledge and skills, while motivating them to learn with 
eagerness.   

With little guidance from lecturers student find the information using library and internet.  
students talk 75% in the lecture.  
Students are given chance [to] tell something about [the] subject. 

II. What is students’ perception of practicing SCL in their faculties?

don’t know if SCL is practised or not. 

–

–
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VI. What are lecturers’ view on SCL?
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Students’ revelations show us that there are different practices leading to SCL along the line but they 

–

Have students’ ownership over 

students’ self

9

–

                                                           
9 



SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 

 

 
 
    
    
    

because of the students’ passive attitude and inter

students’ passive behaviour should be changed. In a previous study by the 
researcher, two major reasons were indicated for students’ passive behaviour. They are the influence of 

In the absence of any studies at tertiary level with regard to students’ classroom participation, I refer to 

to interact in the classroom and are ‘trained’ to be passive may continue in their reticence at university 

Therefore, one reason that explains the university students’ reluctance to interact may be the long term 

lowerdew et al. (2000) also explain that ‘students have 
passive learning styles inherited from the secondary school system’ (p. 125) and I take up their point 

studies have reported on students’ shyness, in Malaysian ESL school classrooms, Harun (2009) reports 
that students were shy to answer because they feared that other students would laugh at them. Harun’s 
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lecturers. Flowerdew and Miller note that the values of Confucianism emphasise that lecturers’ 

CHC students are not rote learners. He calls this consideration of rote learners a ‘western misperception 
etation of a repetitive effort’ (p. 63). That is, repetitive learning has been 

[….] it is easy to understand why Vietnamese students are very familiar wi

among a higher educational institute in UK. In their study students feared ‘about an ap
centred’ (p. 12). 
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et al. also pointed out that ‘a failure to focus upon what the student does may potentially lead to

approach and those who are not’ (p. 12

delivered as SCL. We cannot have ‘one size fit for all’ approach. Then the vital question comes ‘who 
designs this?’ Mckenna (2013) also warns that when design

only a few lecturers’ view
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